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while his collaborator, Vogak, was made General of His
Majesty's retinue. These promotions were very excep-
tional and significant.
The following day a new conference was called to con-
sider Bezobrazov's projects. The Emperor was exceed-
ingly amiable with me. He offered me one of his cigars
and lighted a match for me. He obviously hoped thus to
disarm me, but I only reiterated rny opinion on the subject
with my customary bluntness. Count Lamsdorff insisted
that the conduct of Far-Eastern negotiations must be left
to our diplomats and that all the treaties and legitimate
interests of the parties concerned must be respected. To
this Plehve replied that, not diplomats, but bayonets had
made Russia; and that the Far-Eastern problems must be
solved by bayonets, not diplomatic pens. It must be said,
however, that upon the whole the conference viewed rather
favourably Bezobrazov's plans.
Bezobrazov succeeded in forming an industrial corpora-
tion for the purpose of exploiting the forest in Yalu River
basin.   The corporation hired a number of Chinese robber
bands and used them as guards, but the Chinese Govern-
ment regarded thtm as -outlaws and there were frequent
clashes between the guards and the regular Chinese troops.
Relations between the representatives of the corporation
and the Chinese authorities were very strained.   Our activi-
ties in the Yalu region began to attract the attention bf
foreign diplomacy.   Japan appealed to Great Britain and
especially to the United States.   In the middle of 1903 all
the-Powers concerned were carefully watching our activities
there.
About that time Bezobrazov took another trip to the
Far East This time he travelled, not as a private person,
but in a luxurious special train, accompanied by a numerous
retinue. Minister of War Kuropatkin also happened to be
in the Far East at the time, and a number of conferences